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Doctor awarded %5

Steve Butcher

A former Melbourne doctor was’
awarded $105,000 in: damages .

for defamation yesterday after a

five-year controversy sparked by -

false allegations that he helped
murder his cousin’s husband: -
Dr Mohammed Abdur Awal,

50, was forced to flee to couniry -

Victoria after being ostracised in
the city’s Bangladeshi commu-
nity following claims. that he
poisonied the man.

The County Court heard that °

the body of Mohammed Abdur
Razzak Sarker was later exhumed
in Bangladesh and returned to
Melbourne for an autopsy.

The autopsy, which  con-

firmed that Mr mE.WmH. 45, died-of -

a heart attack in .Pﬂmﬂmﬁ Hmwm
found no evidence of poisoning.”

In his judgement yesterday;-

Judge Barton Stott found.that
Mohammed Abdur.
“baseless allegations” had seri-
ously damaged Dr Awal’s repu-~
tation. ,

Judge Stott said this had"
resubted in him being “shunned-
by members of the Bangladeshi °
community and leading to his.

leaving Melbourne, withdrawing
from the community and Hmycnm?

ing to Echuca”.
The m:mmmﬂonm “deeply Eumﬁ

him, causing him loss of face,
emotional distress and adversely

affecied ‘his health, wellbeing
and Emomom asa Em&o& wamo;
titioner”. e
Judge Stott said Dr Awal

"'shi newspapers

-.issue ]
" exclusion,” Fudge: mﬁoﬁ.mma

-defamation -over twa letters: he:’
wrote to - the Medical: m.mm
- titioners Board of Victoria; -

Awal- for

g EwEmEmnoﬂ of the de

Rouf’s

unsuccessful application t6-the.:

been _EE E high-esteem until
members in his community gos-
siped . about the allegations and
anglade-

andin TheAge. .
““Losg of face’ig a nEEB
Hmmc_ﬁbm +in - gocial

Dr Awal, -questioried’ by Em
barrister, James Catlin, ‘accused
Rouf; 45, Mr Sarker’s: wuoﬁrmb of

.The first, in" March moce
asked the _uoﬁd to"act against Dr
“negligence, undue
medical practices, intenti E: or

Supremeé Court in.QOctober: 1999

1o ‘have the coroner hold an.
inquest on Mr Sarker's death.

. Justice Marilyn Warren found

.. then”there was no.possible:
. motive for Mr Sarker’s wife to kill
¢+ “him angd-described ds “hearsay
“upon_ hearsay
-"-about’a poisoned fish meal.

" information
The: Medical Practitioners
loard closed the matter in
Z@ ber 201 when it cleared

Ayl after .,,Eﬁwm.mgm anto-

__sz_»_._am_ Ahdur Rouf PICTURE : JOHN WOUDSTRA

Eamm Stott said that while the"
letters were not published
.H..EHE“. be assumer
., ; EoﬂE Hmmm:.m.

outside the n.:__&. aa__; yesterday as_. __o_imm.?==n guilty a ,_&maan Dr Mohammed >_=_=_. >=m_

Rouf, a part-time taxi driver
from Sydney, who was unrep-
resénted at the trial and now has
to pay $105,000 to Dr Awal, toid
The Age he was devastated. "I
think this is an injustice and I'm
going to appeal,” he said.

mm.mmwﬁm later, Dr ?4& a
- father of two, told The Agehe-was .
" pleased justice had been: done
-after “§o;much damage had been

* done to'himyand his family, -
._w cﬁ_m,s: now: know . ..

! in the deceased’
._,Qoﬁw which he continued to

" inequivocal, objective evidence
- - ~that the death was due to- (heart
ra- - attack) and not contributed to in-
ing any way by (Dr Awal),” :




